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What is Discursive Writing?

-------------------------------------------------------

· Discursive writing is when you are given an important point or issue to discuss. 

· This type of essay is used to show off your argumentative skills.

· Instead of arguing one side you must argue both sides. 
· One side of this argument is labelled - pros. These are factual ideas that back up your point.

· The other side of this argument is labelled – cons. These are factual ideas that disagree with your argument.

· By including both pros and cons you are creating a fair and impartial discussion. This is called balancing your argument.
· Your essay should consist of eight paragraphs – introduction, 3 pro’s, 3 con’s and your conclusion. 
· Your introduction should engage the reader, be written in a formal style and should state what side you take on the argument.

· The body of the essay is made up of three factual points to support your opinion and three that oppose you opinion. There should be one factual point per paragraph and should still be written in a formal style and contain linking words between paragraphs. The body should not include your opinion only factual evidence.
· Your conclusion should sum up your evidence, be written in a formal style and restate your opinion.

So what shall I be discussing?
-------------------------------------------------------
As we have just finished a unit on School of Rock why not discuss some issues about school.
Choose one of the following questions to answer. 

1.  Should school uniform be compulsory? Discuss. 
2. Should parents be allowed to educate their children at home? Discuss. 

3. Should everyone be forced to stay at school until they are eighteen? Discuss.

4. Are rules in school necessary? Discuss.

5.  Should children be paid for going to school? Discuss. 
6. Some people believe that the cane should be reintroduced to Scottish schools. Discuss.
Got your question?

What happens now?
----------------------------------------------------------------------
· Time to find some factual evidence.
· Remember you have to look for evidence that supports your argument and evidence that opposes your argument.

· Consider where you might find your facts.
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Organisation Time

· Now you know where to look it is time to find and organise your evidence.
· You should have three pro’s and three con’s for your discursive essay.

	Pro (points that support your argument)
	Con (points that oppose your argument)

	
	

	
	

	
	


How do I structure my essay?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

	Question:




	Introduction: This should capture your reader’s attention, be written in formal language and state your opinion.



	Body of the essay: First point that supports your argument.




	Body continued: The second point that supports your opinion.




	Body continued: The third point that supports your opinion.




	Body continued: The first point that opposes your opinion.




	Body continued: The second point that opposes your argument.




	Body continued: The final point that opposes your argument.




	Conclusion: You should sum up your evidence, continue to write in a formal style and state your opinion again. 




What is Formal Language?
Formal language is a polite style of language which is appropriate to its audience.
Here are some of the features to look out for in formal language.

When using Formal Language you should;
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Linking ideas in a discursive essay 

Any well-written piece of discursive writing will flow as one continuous piece despite being made up of three or four different arguments. One of the techniques which can help you to achieve this effectively is the use of linking words. These words are usually used at the beginning of a new paragraph but can also be used to link ideas within a paragraph.

Same line of thought
e.g. - and, firstly, secondly etc., next, furthermore, likewise, in addition, similarly, also, moreover. 

Conclusion/summary
e.g. - thus, therefore, consequently, accordingly, in retrospect, hence, in conclusion, in brief, as a result. 

Definite statement
e.g. - without question, without doubt, unquestionably, absolutely. 

Contrasting idea
e.g. - yet, on the other hand, nevertheless, however, although, conversely, otherwise, on the contrary.

Further examples
because; for instance; since; for example; so that; despite the fact that; accordingly; although; if; though; unless.
Introducing your essay
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

The opening of an essay is important. It should capture the reader's attention in some way or another. It should avoid being bland or dull. It should invite the reader to read on and create a sense of interest. If the beginning is flat, it will not inspire your audience.

Look at the introductions below.

What introduction contains all three points required in a successful introduction?

Which introduction do you consider to be the best example of a good introduction.

· Is written in Formal Language

· Engages Reader/Captures readers attention.

· Displays a Point of View

Example 1
	AMY WINEHOUSE was so wasted when arrested in Norway that cops used her to teach a rookie what someone high on drugs looks like. Amy was nabbed on Thursday after guests at the Radisson SAS hotel in Bergen complained about the whiff of weed from her room. 

Police swooped at 7pm and arrested the singer, her husband BLAKE FIELDER-CIVIL and their mate Alexander Foden after being tipped off by a security guard. 




Answer:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Example 2
	In some ways, I think there is a drugs problem, but in other ways, I don’t think there is. There are lots of people in America on drugs. I think they should all be put in prison. That would teach them a lesson.


Answer:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Example 3

	In a 1993 survey in the USA it was estimated that 68,000 people used heroine. In 1996 this figure had more than trebled, to 216,000.

Furthermore, between 1990 and 1995, the number of ‘emergency room episodes’ caused by heroine doubled.

How can anybody suggest, therefore that there is not a real drugs problem today?


Answer:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You should now be ready to start your essay!
Here is an example of a discursive essay based on question six. How do you think I’ve done? Have I followed all the discursive writing rules? Where could I have improved?
Question 6. Some people believe that the cane should be reintroduced to Scottish schools. Discuss.

The cane has not been used in schools for almost twenty years. There are no benefits in reintroducing the cane. Therefore, I don’t think the cane should be reintroduced to British schools.

This is because I think that schools and teachers should set an example to pupils. How can schools tell pupils not to be violent, if they are hitting them with sticks at the same time? If schools are going to set a good example, then they should teach pupils how to solve problems through talking instead of violence.

On the other hand, my dad thinks that schools were better when they had the cane. He says that classes were better when they had the cane. He says that classes were better behaved then. How does he know? In fact, although he goes to parents’ evening, he hasn’t actually been in a classroom for twenty years, so how does he know how pupils behave today? Almost all classes in my school are very well behaved, and nobody has to be threatened by the cane. We learn because we understand how important it is to learn today. Anyway, in the next breath my dad tells me what things they used to get up to, so i’m not sure people really were better behaved then.

I think that one of the most important points is that if teachers beat pupils when they do not behave, they are actually teaching them that people can be controlled by violence.

However, in the end the question is one that does not really need to be asked. There is a European court of human rights and no child in Europe can be beaten in school. Moreover, if Britain was to think that this would be a good idea, the courts would not allow Britain to take such a decision.

As i have said, most pupils in our school behave very well. However, if they do not behave, then pupils can be given extra work, or a detention, or their parents can be sent for. In extreme cases, pupils can be suspended so i think there’s enough.

In conclusion, I cannot see that the reintroduction of the cane would serve any purpose at all. Therefore I believe that the cane should not be reintroduced into Scottish schools.
. So what did you think?

. Did I pass or fail?

. Where could I improve?


I know that you can do a lot better than me. 

Just stick to the structure and you’ll do fine. 
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Final Thoughts

Name:

Structure of a Discursive Essay

Introductory Paragraph

Write an interesting statement about the topic you are discussing. Make your point of view clear in your introduction.

Paragraph 2

Introduce the first point that supports your argument. Provide evidence to back up your point of view.

Paragraph 3

Introduce the second point that supports your argument. Provide evidence to back up your point of view.

Paragraph 4
Introduce the third point that supports your argument. Provide evidence to back up your point of view.

Paragraph 5

Introduce your first point that opposes your argument. Provide evidence to back up your point of view. Try to show how weak this argument is.

Paragraph 6

Introduce the second point that opposes your argument. Provide evidence to back up your point of view. Try to show how weak this argument is.

Paragraph 7

Introduce the third point that opposes your argument. Provide evidence to back up your point of view. Try to show how weak this argument is.

Concluding Paragraph

Conclude your argument restating the most important arguments. End by giving the reader a clear, strong point that supports your argument.

In this type of writing you must present the reader with arguments for and against the question.
Good Luck!
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- Write In proper, complete - Abbreviations
sentences (Le/ 0.g/ etc/ UK/ &)

- Uso completo wordsand - Contractions
expressions (isn't/ don' won't)

- Use proper, standard -Siang
English (e.g. blokelgeezer etc)

- Colloquial language
(mate, bolshy, etc)








