
‘Lord of the Flies’ 

by William Golding:

Essay question



Plan your answer to this 

question:

How do the boys establish 

themselves as a community on 

the island in the first  3 chapters 

of the novel and how does the 

reader feel about this community?



Approaching the question

1. Break the question down (use the 

bullet points to help)

2. Plan what you will say in each 

paragraph.

3. Make sure that you use the PEE 

structure as much as possible to 

support your ideas and gain marks!

45 minutes planning and 

writing time



How do the boys establish themselves as a community on the island in 

the first  3 chapters of the novel and how does the reader feel about this 

community?

In your answer, consider:

• how they organise their community

• who organises their community

• how the boys react to their community 

1. Introduction: What happens to 

the boys?  Where were they 

going?  Where do they end up?  

Who are the main characters?

2.  Paragraph 2:  How do they 

organise their community?  What 

becomes a symbol of their 

community?

3.  Paragraph 3: 

Who organises 

the community?  

How do they do 

it?  

4.  Paragraph 4: 

How do the boys 

react to this 

community?  Who 

likes/dislikes it?  

Does anyone 

have opposite 

views about it?

5.  Conclusion: how 

does the reader feel 

about this 

community?  Are any 

other events 

foreshadowed?  Is 

the reader hopeful 

for the boys?


