Timothy Winters    25 marks

By Charles Causley

Timothy Winters comes to school

With eyes as wide as a football – pool,

Ears like bombs and teeth like splinters;

A blitz of a boy is Timothy Winters.

His belly is white, his neck is dark,

And his hair is an exclamation mark;

His clothes are enough to scare a crow,

And through his britches the blue winds blow.

When his teacher talks, he won’t hear a word

And he shoots down dead the arithmetic bird;

He licks the pattern off his plate,

And he’s not even heard of the Welfare State.

Timothy Winters has bloody feet,

And he lives in a house on Suez Street;

He sleeps in a sack on the kitchen floor,

And they say there aren’t boys like him anymore.

Old Man Winters likes his beer,

And his missus ran off with a bombardier;

Grandma sits in the grate with a gin,

And Timothy’s dosed with an aspirin.

The Welfare worker lies awake,

But the law’s as tricky as a ten-foot snake;

So Timothy Winters drinks his cup,

And slowly goes on growing up.

At morning prayers the Master helves,

For children less fortunate than ourselves;

And the loudest response in the room is when,

Timothy Winters roars ‘Amen!’

So come one angel, come on ten,

Timothy Winters says ‘Amen

Amen amen amen amen.’

Timothy Winters, Lord.

Amen.

1. What sort of poem do you think this is:

•
Narrative – tells a story

•
Ballad – love poem

•
Limerick – Short funny poem with 5 lines  (1)

2. Write out one simile that describes Timothy.  (1)

3. Explain why you think the poet uses this simile. (1)

4. Write out one metaphor that describes Timothy. (1)

5. Explain why you think the poet uses this metaphor. (1)

6. Why do you think the poet describes Timothy as “A blitz of a boy”? (1)

7. What do you think the poet means when he says, “When teacher talks he won’t hear a word”? (2)

8. What sort of family does Timothy have? (3)

9. Why do you think that the Welfare worker can’t do anything to help Timothy? (2)

10. Why do you think Timothy is so poor? (2)

11. How does the poet influence the reader in this poem? Discuss. (10)
Britches = trousers

Welfare State = organisation set up to make sure everyone got basic care

Grate = fireplace

Helves = hammer away at
